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Before Mr. Pilkington read his Retractation, I 
addreſſed my ſelf to the Auditory and him 
in the following words. 
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Hriſtian Auditors, I am at this time to acquaint 
you, that there is one preſent in this Aſſembly, who 
having been educated in the Popiſh Religion, after 
many inward Conflicts, does profeſs himſelf to be 

thorowly convinced of the Errors he had tmbib'd while he 

conting*d in that Communion-; and being deſirous to be ad- 
mitted a Member of this Proteſtant Church, he has ae- 
clard his willingneſs to ſignify to this Congregation the 
means and manner of his Convittion, and the Reaſons of 
his forſaking the Erroneous and Idolatrous Charch of Rome. 

The Perſon of whom I zow ſpeak, that profeſſes to be truly 

penitent, as well as convinced of his former Errors, ts 

Ar. John Pilkington, who was lately a Novice in the \ 

Benediitin Order of Monks in the Monaſtery of St. Ed- ” 

mund 7x Paris. An now, Sirs, let me entreat you to bas\, 

niſh from your Minds all Prepoſſeſſion and Prejudice, and 
empartially attend to what he will preſently pronounce ; let 
2ne beſeech you to put 0 Bowels of Mercy ; dowt uſarp the 

Authority of God, and pretend to ſearch his Heart : for 
my own part, Charity oblizes me to believe that he is ſincere ; 
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(uv ) 
my bleſſed Lord having left me no other Rule to jadg of the 
Gooaneſs or Badneſs of a Tree but by its Fruits. 


And now, Mr. Pilkington, I charge you before God ana 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Eletf Angels, and in the 
preſence of this numerons Auditory, that you ſpeak nothing 
but the Truth : if you are conſcious to your ſelf of any baſe 
Eras in the Recantation you are come tO make, confeſs and 
give Glory to God ; for the God whom we ſerve, and under 
whoſe Banner you deſire to be enrolld, cannot be deceiyd, and 
will not be mock'd, Sir, you and I muſt ſhortly appear be- 
fore the Tudg of the Quick and Dead; and if you ſhould 
be inſincere, I, that now thus exhort and admoniſh you, 
weſt be a ſwift Witneſs againſt you at the Great Aifize. 
And now IT call God to Record this day, that I am clear of 
your Blood; and T call every one in this place to witneſs of 
the ſolemn Charge T have given to you : if therefore you 
are ſincere, ( of which T would wot admit a doubt ) go on 
by the Grace of God to pronounce yaur written Narrative 
and Recantation. 


And then Mr. P:ilkingten read as follows. 
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Mr. JOHN PILIKINGTON's 
NARRATIVE. 


OR the SatisfaQtion of all my Countrymen and 
Brethren in general, and of this worthy Con- 
gregation in particular, whereof I am deft- 

 rous to be a Member, I beg your attention rc 

the following Narrative, which contains the Means and 
Manner of my Conviction. | 

In order hereunto,T think it neceflary to acquaint you 
with ſome part of my Life paſt ; which as it will evi- 
dence a particular Goodneſs and Mercy of God to- 
wards me, ſo I hope it may give this Auditory ſome 
orounds to judg of the Reality of my Repentance. 


Aſter an Education of five Years and a half by Ro- 
miſh Emiſſaries in Ezgland, T was judg'd, by the pro- 
ficiency I had made in the Myſteries of Popery, not 
unfit for the Intereſt of their Cauſe, and: therefore ſent 
to the Engliſh Seminary at Lzsboz, in order to be daly 
qualified for the Miſſion. 

What erroneous Notions, and almoſt inſuperable 
Prejudices, in Matters of Religion, I there inſenſibly 
imbibed, *tis eaſy for any Perfon to imagine, who has 
hut an imperſeCt Idea of the V gulency and rigid Severity 
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thoſe Nations are poſſeſt with, where the Inquiſition 
rages, againſt - all Perſwaſions diftering from their 
OWn. 

The Education I receiv'd in that place, for the 
ſpace of three Years and upwards, had ſo powerful an 
influence on my Mind, that, the better to ſecure my. 
Soul from the Dangers of Hereſy, (for that was the 


' Notion I had conceived of Proteſtaucy) IT was re- 


ſolv*d to quit all thoughts of becoming a Miſhonary 
Prieſt, and betake my felt to a Religious State. But 
the Preſident of our College, unwilling to loſe one of 
his Flock, and withal apprehenſive of my Friends re- 
ſentments, who deſign'd me for other Ends ; hearing 
I had made Intereſt with Monks of a certain Order, 
and had obtain'd their Conſent :to be admitted to their 
Habit, quickly put a ſtop to my Deſign, by his tre- 
quent applications to the Pope's Nuncio. This un- 
expected Diſappointment was not only Fuel of great 
Heats and Animoſities to the two Houſes, but like- 
wiſe exaſperated me to that degree, that I retus'd to 
perform thoſe Duties to which the Conſtitutions of 
the College oblig'd me, and defir*d to be: difmiſs'd in 
order to my return into Ezg/azd ; ho I were ſatisfied, 
my Friends would be highly diſguſted at my proceed- 
ings. 

This Thought continuing, I reſolv*d to ſearch into 


the DoEtrines of the Church of Ezgland ; not doubt- 


ing but that, if I could perſwade my felt of a pofſibi- 
lity of Salvation 'out of the Church of Rozze, I ſhould 
meet with other Friends in Ez2/azd, to maintain me 
at one of the Univerſities. In purſuance of this Refo- 
lution, I acquainted Mr. Colbatch, Minif'cr of the 
Engliſh Fa&tory (whom 1 had diſcours'd three times 

: before 
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before about corftroverted Points in Religion) with my 
Deſign ; and withal deſired his Recommendation to 
ſome of the Clergy of Exg/azd, who might be afſ- 
Giſting to me in my inquiry atter the Truth. He wrote 
a Letter to the Biſhop of Sal/zbary's Chaplain ; but he 
being out of Town upon my arrival at Lozdoz, T was 
torc'd to apply my ſelf to others, who made me known 
to the Arch-Biſhop. of Canterbury. 


The great Incouragements I met with at this jun- 
cture, difpel'd for the preſent all apprehenſions of my 
Soul's future State ; and Prejudice giving way to the 
glittering hopes of Preferment, I forgot the Reſolution 
I had made, of not forſaking the Romiſh Communion, 
till I were ſatisfied I might be ſaved out of it. I faid 
I had found the Truth, and thought ſo too, during this 
{hort retreat of my Prejudice, when I had hardly be- 
gun to ſearch after it. Upon my requeſt to take Or- 
ders in the Church of England, TI was ſent to Oxford. 
Here Prejudice again took place, tho I ſtrove all T could 
to ſtife and ſuppreſs 1t, together with its Conſe- 
quents, the . Doubts and Scruples that roſe in my 
Mind, to the diſadvantage of Proteſtancy : yet ail en- 
deavours fell ſhort of the deſired Eftect, the quieting 
of my troubled Conſcience.. 

The Preferments that were promis'd me, tho very 
conſiderable, and the Civilities I found in the Univer- - 
ſity, tho far above my expeCtation, were Bands too 
weak to keep me (after four Terms ſpent in the Uni- 
verſity) frum ealing my Conſcience of its durden, by | 
2 {lamcful and wicked -return to the: Church of / 
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($8) 
Upon my readmiffion into that Communion, I ſub- 
mitted to the fooliſh Penance of a Pilgrimage, to be 
perform'd on foot, and by begging, from London 
to Holyz-M'ell in Wales; and after eighteen Months, 
the Peace being concluded with France, T was admit- 
ted to the Habit of a Benedictin Monk, in the Eng- 
!1ſh Monaſtery of St. Edmand in Paris, in which 
T continued near a Year. But here I am tforc'd, 
through an exceſs of Admiration, to cty out with the 
Apoſtle, * O the depth of the Riches, both of the Wij- 
dom and KRnowleds of God! How anſearchable are hi; 
Tudements, and his Ways paſt finding out ! For the 
Divine Providence fo order'd it, that that very place 
deſign'd by Satan for trepanning the Souls of- Men into 
eternal Perdition, became an effeftual Inſtrument of 
opening my Eyes, and freeing me from that Cloud 
of more than Egyptian Darkneſs, which had ſo long 
hinder'd me from difcerning the Bottomleſs Pit I was 
haftning into ; and ſo it was an effeCtual means of ba- 
niſhing alF manner of Prejudice, and making me that 
in Reality, which before I was but in Effigie ; that is 
tro ſay, a true and real Proteftant. "Twas a deſire of 
ſeeing, whether the ſtrange things I had read and heard 
of tie Profeſſors of this Life, had any colour of Truth 
to ſupport *em, that inſpired me with a more than 1- 
ſual curioſity, to obſerve and infpe&t narrowly into all 
their practices. Nor did I find the Province very dit- 
ficult ; for beſides that TI was preſent at all Conventual 
Duties, T was privy to moſt of their ſecret Intrigues, 
by ſupplying the place of Secretary of the Convent, 
the Secretary himſelt being very antient, Good Got 
how was {urpriz'd, to find all things run counter to 
my cxpectations ; to {ce the whole Family miferahly 
| divided 
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divided 1hto Parties and FaQtions, where 1 look'd for 
a:Brotherly Love, Charity and Union, not much in- 
feriour to that of the bleſſed Spirits in Heaven! How 
was I amazed, in the room of the moſt protound Hu- 
mility and ſelf-Abnegation, to fee the higheſt Ambi- 
tion, Pride and Self-love to take place ! That Tempe- 
rance they ſo much boaſt of, I found oftentimes turn'd 
into ſhameful Exceſs and Gluttony ; but. this was done in 
private, to avoid giving Scandal. Theſe things I very 
much wonder*d at, but much more when I was an 
Eye-witneſs to the General and other Superiours re- 
galing of young Women in a clofe Chappel of our 


Church with Wine and other Dainties. Their Hoſpi- | 
tality and Poverty were quite vaniſh'd, and nothing 


to be ſeen but an inſatiable Avarice and Thirſt after 
Riches, . Their Obedience appear*'d moſt. in obeyin 


their own unbridled Luſts and Paſſions. In a word, . 
it ſeem'd to me, their chief ſtudy was, which. of *em.. 


ſhould be moſt wicked at. home, and yet be thought 
the moſt holy abroad, that is to ſay, who ſhould. moſt 


genteely play the Hypocrite. 


Such PraQtices as theſe, :one ' would © think, were 
ſufficient to have convinced me I had taken wrong 
meaſures for my - Soul's Safety; and that it was at 
feaſtas eaſy to:have work'd out my Salvation in Sodo: 
or Gomorrah as in a Cloylter : but yet the great defire 
I had of that Life, inclined me to believe, I might live 


up to the Rule and Conſtitutions of the Order. ( which 
in reality are very ſevere) tho others gave. themſelves 


the liberty to break 'em. _ 
This thought had well-nigh perſwaded me'to ſtay, 


when taking a Bible into my hands, I providentiatly 
* Þ:: cat: 
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1 (10) 
1 caſt my Eyes on this Verſe, in the 9th Chapter of the 
us firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, and the 26th : Ego 
| igitur ſic curro, non quaſi in incertum : ſic pugno, non 
| quaſi atrem verberans. 1 therefore fo Yun, not 4s uUncer- 
| tainly : ſo fight I, not as one that beateth the Air, This 
Scripture, after ſerious deliberation, back'd by that 
Y | other in the firſt Chapter of 1/aiah and-the-1 2th Verſe, 
Ml Quis hac queſivit de manibus veſtris? Who hath required 
| theſe things at your hands? occaſion*d various Doubts 
and Apprehenſfions in my Min1, which ſuffer'd me to 
| take little reſt day or night. 


To be ſhort, after frequent Niſputes within my 
14 ſelf, for and againſt the Exerciſe of thoſe Morcifica- 
| | tions and Auſterities the Rule cj, nd, I began to 
| conſider the Reaſonableneſs and V'eig';t of our Savi- 
Luke 17. Our? Adﬀertion : | hea ye ſhall have cone all thoſe things 
1 nhich are commanded you, ſay, Me are ungrotirable Ser- 
| Rom.8.13, vants. And that of the Apoſtle, That 1» Safferings 
| of this preſent time are not worthy to be compared with 
| | the Glory which ſhall be revealed in us. 

| 


| 

0. Being fully convinced, that the Romiſh Do&rine 
TR: of Merits, and Works of Supererogation, was high- 
Bit iy derogatory to the Honour of Chriſt, T could not 
| excuſe that of Saints-Worſh:p from the ſame Cenſure, 
| when I was daily an Eye-witneſs of their paying far 
"Tp greater Veneration to the Virgin Mary than they did 
1 to her Son, by pulling oft their Hoods, kneeling, and 
rh e lighting the Altar-Candles whilſt they ſung her An- 
5 thems, which it was not their Cuſtom to do at other 
bj parts of the Office. 
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Theſe and many other Diſcoveries being happily 
made, and my former Prejudice by degrees vaniſhing 
away,'I began to examine all the reſt of their Do- 
Arines, the greateſt part of which I found fo extreme- 
ly repugnant to God's Word, that 1 could not chute 
but be greatly aitoni{h'd at my former Stupidity and 
Blindneſs, in not difcernting that Sink of Errors, Su- 
perftitions and Abominarions I had wallow'd an. 


Upon the whole, that 1 might prevent all danger 
of Ttelapſing into any one ot thoſe Corruptions for 
the future, I took up a firm Reſolution to ſhut my 
Ears againſt all DoCtrines whatſoever that could not 
be plainly made good out of the Scriptures; and (all 
Motives of Intereſt Jaid aſide) to join in Communion 
with that Church, whoſe Opinions and Worſhip I 
ſhould find moſt conformable thereunto. In pure 
ſuance hereof I return'd to Exg/and, and was preſent 
at the Sermons not only of the Church of £ 
Clergy, but alſo of Difſenting Miniſters of different 
Perſwaſions; I ſeriouſly peruſed their Books, and 
particularly read over the Thirty nine Articles of 
the Church of Ezg/and: and truly I ſhould have 
been very glad, had I found them fo agreeable to 


Scripture in all Points, as that I might with SatisfaQtion - 


have ſat down in that Communion; but I cannot 
aſſent to the 34th, 35:94 and 36h Articles, nor to 
thoſe words in the 20th, viz, * That the Church 
« hath Power to decree Rites and Ceremomes, and 
« Authority in Controverſies of Faith; alſo part of 
the 27th touching Infant-Baptiſm, which are the 
ſame the Parliament was pleated to except in be- 
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(12) 
half of thoſe Chriſtians that are penerally known 
by the Name of Axabaptiſts, into whoſe Communion 
T heartily deſire to be admitted, as thinking them to 
come neareſt, in their DoEtrine and Worſhip, to the holy 


Scriptures, which they profeſs to make the. Rule of 
their Faith and PraCtice. 


Having thus, Chriſtian Auditors, given you a moſt 
exact and impartial Account of the moſt remarkable 
Paſſages of my Life, and the manner of my Con- 
viction ; it remains that T now particularly renounce 


the Errors I formerly - embraced in - the Romiſh 
Church. 


Mr, 


Mr. PILKINGTON 
RECANTATION. 


E- I John Pilkington, being highly ſenſible of the Fa- 


vour of Almighty God, in reſcuing me out of the 

Jaws of the Devil, and truly ſorrowful for all the 
Sins of my Life paſt, and. particularly thoſe. I imme- 
diately incurred, whilſt I adherd to the Romiſh 
Communion; Do here, in the preſence of the All- 
ſeeing God, and Judg of all Men, moſt candidly and 
ſincerely acknowledg, that I am not only fully con- 
vinced of all the palpable Errors, Corruptions and 
Novelties of that Church, as well in Dactrine as Pra- - 
\Qtice, but do alfo utterly difſown, renounce and abjure 
the ſame, with the greateſt abhorrence and deteſtation 
Tam capable of. 


And in particular, as to thoſe Doctrines that con- 
cern the Infallibility and Supremacy of the Biſhop or 

_ -Church of Rowe, the main Foundations on which all 
the other Abominations of the Papiſts are built. IT ut- 
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terly abjure ?em, as groſly intrenching on the Prero- #1 
gatives of God. $i 


Their Docrine, that Salvation cannot be had out of 


their Communion, is ſo far from being countenanced 
In 
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( 14) 
in Scripture, that Pm perſwaded, it 1s moſt uncharita- 
ble and Antichriſtian. 

Moreover, I utterly abhor their impious and idola- 
trous Sacrifice of the Maſs; as alſo their Dofcrines of 
Tranſubitantiation, and Halt-Communion, the fame 
being n«6t cnly contrary to the Word of God, but to 
the ſolid Principles of Reaſon, 

Their cqualling Unwritten Traditions to the Holy 
Scriptures, Pm aſſured, 15 highly blaſphemous, and as 
ſuch I ablior 1t. 

I look upon rhcir forbidding Eccleftaſticks to marry, 
and the Laity to read the Scriptures, as alſo their mu!- 
tiplied Faſts and Abſtinencies, under pain of Mortal 
Sin; their practice of Auwicular Confeſſion, and their 
Vows of Chaſtity, Poverty and Obedience, as tyran- 
nical, and deſtructive of true Goſpel-Liberty ; and 
therefore do freely renounce and forſake them, 

T likewiſe abjure their DoCEtrine touching TIndulgen- 
ces, Purgatory, Merits, Works of Supererogation, 
Prayers 1n an unknown Tongue, and the ſeven Sacra- 
ments, 

Laſtly, I renounce, as derogatory to the Honour of 
God, and Merits of the Lord Jeſus, their Adoration of 
the Croſs, Images and Relicks ; as likewiſe their Invo- 
cation of the Bleſſed Virgin, Angels and Saints, 


Theſe and all other Errors, Corruptions, Novelties 
and Superſtitions, taught and prattifed by the Church 
of Rowe, beſides, or in oppoſition to the Purity of the 
Goſpel, 1 do from the botrom of -my Soul difown, te- 
nounce and abjure, anc am relolved, by the*'Grace'of 
God, foto do to my Life's end. 


And 


(15) 

And now to conclude all, I earneſtly deſire this pious 
Auditory, to pray for and with me, that the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus, who ſent Is Beloved Son 
into the World to redeem and ſave Sinners, and to call 
'em to Repentance, would vouchſafe to give me a Re- 
pentance never to be repented of, and ſuch powerful 
Afſittances of his Holy Spirit, that I may walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleafing, and adorn the Dottrine 
of God my Saviour in all things, who has wrought 
this wonderful Change in my Soul. And I do here, in 
the preſence of God, his Holy Angels, and this Con- 
gregation, proteſt that I have done and faid all this, 
treely, without Equivocation or Mental Reſervation ; 
and do ſolemnly promiſe and oblige my ſelf (in caſe] 
be admitted a Member of this Church) to continue in 
ſincere and conſtant Communion with the ſame, or 0- 
thers of the ſame Perſwaſion, God aſſiſting, as long as 
the Members thereof ſhall keep to the Purity of the 
Goſpel. 


Fobn Pilkengton. 
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